QLD D SEASE NAMES AND THEI R MODERN DEFI NI TI ONS

Over the many years, diseases have claimed billions of lives. Statistically
speaki ng, sone diseases of a particular name have not clainmed nany. But, upon
further exanination of the topic, one may find that the statistics are alittle
skewed by history's linguistics problem For instance, what is called a "cold"
today was nost often referred to as sonething conpletely different many years
ago; Coryza... This is a listing of many of those diseases, but is by no neans
all-inclusive. Here you will find 133 di seases and nedical terns once known to
our forebears as sonething else..

ABLEPSI A: Bl i ndness

ACUTE MANI A: Severe insanity

AGLUTITION: Inability to swallow, frequently found on death certificates

AGUE: Used to define the recurring fever & chills of malarial infection

AGUE CAKE: A hard tumour or swelling on the left side of the abdonmen, |ower than
the false rib, resulting fromenlargenment of the spleen or liver, and supposed
to be the affect of intermttent fevers

ANCOME: Ul cerous swelling, also called Witlow

APHONI A: Laryngitis

APOPLEXY: Stroke

BAD BLOOD: Syphilis

BARREL FEVER: Si ckness produced by inmoderate drinking

Bl LI OUS FEVER: Fever caused by liver disorder

Bl LI OQUSNESS: Jaundi ce or other synptons associated with |iver disease

BLACK DEATH. Typhus, or Bubonic Pl ague

BLACK JAUNDI CE: Wel's Disease

BLACK LUNG Di sease from breathing coal dust, typical of coal miners' death
certificates

BLOODY FLUX: Dysentery

BLOODY SWEAT: Sweat acconpani ed by a di scharge of bl ood

BRI GHT' S DI SEASE: Bright's disease is a catch-all for kidney diseases/disorders.
It was used as late as 1913, but is no |onger used by physicians. In its acute
form it was often called nephritis.

CAMP FEVER: Typhus

CANI NE MADNESS: Hydr ophobi a, rabies in humans

CANKER RASH: Scarl et Fever, also called Scarlatina

CATARRH: | nflamrmati on of the nmucous nmenbrane which caused profuse running of the
eyes and nose.

CHI LBLAI N: I nfalamtory swelling of the hands and feet caused by exposure to

col d.

CHI LDBED FEVER: Septic poinsoni ng which sonmetines followed the birth of a child.
Al so cal | ed Puerperal Fever.

CHI N COUGH: Characterized by breathing difficulties, and in its worst stage,
convul sions. Also called Woopi ng Cough, or Pertussis.

CHLORCSI S: Iron deficiency anenmia... but also a number of confounding di seases —
- |like leukema -- that were not recognized at the tinme. See also Green
- Si ckness.

CHOREA: Danci ng madness; an epidem c characterized by contortions, convul sions,
and dancing. Also called Saint Vitus' Dance



COVMOTI ON: Concussi on

CONGESTI VE FEVER: Ml ari a

CONSUMPTI ON: Tuber cul osi s

CORRUPTI ON: I nfection

CORYZA: A cold

COSTI VENESS: Consti pation

CRAMP COLI C. Appendicitis

CROUP: A congested cough that babies get.
CRETI Nl SM  Congeni tal hypot hyroi di sm

DANCI NG MADNESS: An epidemic characterized by contortions, convulsions, and
dancing. Also called Saint Vitus' Dance, or Chorea

DAY FEVER: Fever of a day's duration or coming on in the daytinme, also called
sweati ng sickness

DI PHTHERI A: | nfectious di sease which could be spread by infected mlIk. It was
characterized by the production of a systemic toxin and the formation of a
fal se nenbrane on the lining of the mucous nenbrane of the throat and other
respiratory passages, causing difficulty in breathing, high fever, and
weakness. Also called Menbranous Croup

DOCK FEVER: Yel | ow Fever.

DROPSY: Edema (swelling, fluid buildup in sone tissue or cavity) often caused by
ki dney or heart disease. Also, congestive heart failure.

DROPSY OF THE BRAIN: Encephalitis

DYSENTERY: I nflammation of the intestinal nenbrane nobst often acconpani ed by
acute diarrhea

DYSPEPSI A: Aci d i ndigestion

DYSURY: Difficulty in urination, acconpanied by pain and a sensation of heat.

EDEMA: Swel | i ng of tissues

ENTERI TI S: Inflammtion of the intestines, could also take the formof Enteric
Fever (Typhoi d)

ERYSI PHELAS: Ski n di sease caused by strep infection which devestates the bl ood,
also called Saint Anthony's Fire

EXCRESCENCE: An unnatural or disfiguring outgrowmh of the skin.

EXTRAVASATED BLOOD: Rupture of a bl ood vesse

FALLI NG SI CKNESS: Epi |l epsy (aka. Jacksoni an Epil epsy; aka. Jackson's March, so
named for President Andrew Jackson who suffered this disease.)

FATTY LIVER: Cirrhosis of the liver

FLUX: Drai nage or discharge of liquid froma body cavity.

FLUX OF HUMOUR: Circul ation

FRENCH POX: Venereal disease

GALLOPI NG CONSUMPTI ON:  Pul nonary tubercul osi s

GLANDULAR FEVER: Mbnonucl eosi s

GLOVERULONEPHRI TI'S: A once relatively common chil dhood ki dney di sease t hat
causes the kidney to |leak protein. This is a secondary (allergic) reaction to
certain kinds of strep infections. Also called Protein D sease.

GO TER: Noncancerous enl argenent of the thyroid gland, visible as swelling at
the front of the neck that is often associated with iodine deficiency. Common
in many hill-fol k al ong the Appal achi an nountai n chai n.

GOUT: A disturbance of uric acid metabolismoccurring predonmnantly in males,
characterized by painful inflanmation of the joints, especially of the hands
and feet. Also called Podagra.

GRAVES DI SEASE: Di sorder of the thyroid gl and



GREEN SI CKNESS: Anemi a, a di sease of young wonen giving the conpl exion a
greeni sh tinge. Al so called Chlorosis.

GRI PE or LE GRIPPE: Influenza (flu)

GROCER S | TCH: A cut aneous di sease caused by mites in sugar and fl our

HALLUCI NATI ON: Delirium

HEAT SI CKNESS: A condition markedl especially by cessation of sweating and
extrenely high body tenperature, caused by a |oss of salt fromthe body. Also
call ed Heat Stress.

HEMATEMESI S: Voniting of bl ood

HEMATURI A: Di scharge of bl oody urine

HEM PHLEGY: Pal sy or paralysis that affects one side of the body.

H P GOUT: Gsteonyelitis

HUMOUR: The term often used to nean bl ood.

| MPETI GO. A pustul ar di sease of the skin, also called Scrunpox.

JAIL FEVER: Typhus - see Canp Fever above.

JAUNDI CE: Condition caused by obstruction of bile and characterized by
yel  owness of the skin, fluids and tissues, and by constipation, |oss of
appetite, and weakness.

KING S EVIL: Scrofula, a tubercular infection or tunors of the throat |ynph
gl ands

LA GRIPPE/LE GRIPPE: Flu, also known as Gri pe.

LOCK JAW Tet anus

LUES VENERA: Venereal disease

LUMBAGO Back pain, or a pain int eh |loins and snmall of back such as precedes
certain fevers.

LUNG FEVER: Pneunpni a

LUNG SI CKNESS: Tubercul osi s

MANI A: I nsanity

MARASMUS: Progressive enmaci ation, usually due to severe nmalnutrition or
protracted intestinal disorders.

MEMBRANOUS CROUP: Di ptheri a

M LK LEG A painful swelling of the | eg soon after childbirth, due to thronbosis
of the large veins. (aka. PHLEGVASI A ALBA DOLENS)

M LK SICK: Not actually a disease, but a form of poinsoning caused by cows

i ngesting | eaves of the white snakeroot plant and passing along the toxin in
their mlKk.

MORSAL: Gangrene

MORTI FI CATI ON: I nfection

NEPHRI TI'S: I nflammati on of the kidneys, the acute form of Bright's Disease
NEURALG A: Infection of one or nmobre nerves causing intermttent but frequent

pai n.

NEURASTHENI A: Neurotic condition characterized by worry, disturbances of

di gestion and circulation, and attributed to enptional conflict and feelings of
inferiority.

NOSTALG A: Honesi ckness

PALSY: The | oss or defect of the power of voluntary muscular notion in all or
part of the body; paralysis.
PHLEGVASI A ALBA DOLENS: M Ik Leg



PHRENI TI'S: An inflammation of the brain with acute fever delerium also
i nfl ammati on of the di aphram

PLEURI SY: | nflanmaiton of the nenbrane that covers the inside of the thorax,
acconpanied with fever, pain and cough.

POX: Usually referred to syphilis, but also to any unknown di sease that caused
sores to appear on the body. A common curse through the ages was "A pox on
you!"

PROTEI N DI SEASE: d onerul onephritis, a once relatively comon chil dhood ki dney
di sease that causes the kidney to |l eak protein. This is a secondary (allergic)
reaction to certain kinds of strep infections.

PERTUSSI S: Characterized by breathing difficulties, and in its worst stage,
convul sions. Al so called Wooping Cough, or Chin Cough

PODAGRA: Gout

POTT' S DI SEASE: Tubercul osis of the spinal vertabrae.

PUERPERAL FEVER: Septic poi nsoni ng which sonetinmes followed the birth of a
child. Also called Childbed Fever.

PUTRI D FEVER: Di phtheria

QUI NSY or QUINCY: Severe attack of Tonsillitis resulting in abscess near the
tonsils.

REM TTI NG FEVER: Mal ari a

RHEUMATI SM  Pai nful disease affecting nuscles and joints, chiefly the |larger

j oi nts.

RI CKETS: Di sease of the skeletal systemresulting froma deficiency of calcium
or Vitanin Din the diet, or fromlack of sunlight.

SAI NT ANTHONY' S FI RE: Ski n di sease caused by strep infection which devastates
the bl ood, also called Erysiphel as

SAINT VI TUS' DANCE: An epidem c characterized by contortions, convul sions, and
danci ng. Also call ed Danci ng Madness, or Chorea

SANGUI NEQUS CRUST: Scab

SCARLATI NA: Scarl et Fever, commonly referred to as the Canker Rash.

SCARLET FEVER: Di sease in which the body is covered with a red rash first
appearing on the neck and breast, and acconpanied by a sore throat. Al so called
Scarl ati na or Canker Rash.

SCI ATI CA: Rheumatismin the hip

SCOTOMY: Di zzi ness or nausea, Wi th di mess of sight.

SCREWS: Rheumati sm

SCRI VENER' S PALSY: Witer's cranp

SCROFULA: See KINGS EVIL

SCRUMPOX: | npetigo, a pustular disease of the skin.

SCURVY: Di sease characterized by great dibility, a pale bloated face, and
bl eedi ng spongy guns. Usually suffered by people living confined or on salted
nmeats w thout fresh vegetabl es.

SEPTECEM A: Bl ood poi soning (from an infection).

SHI PS FEVER: Typhus

STRANGERY: Rupture

SUMMER COWVPLAI NT: Baby di arrhea caused by spoiled mlKk

SWEATI NG SI CKNESS: Fever of a day's duration or coming on in the daytine, also
cal | ed Day Fever

TOXEM A OF PREGNANCY: Ecl anpsi a; high bl ood pressure and sei zures.

TYPHO D or TYPHUS: Enteric Fever; an acute infectious fever, characterized by
hi gh fever, dizziness, and headache. Al so called Bl ack Death.

TYPHUS: See TYPHO D



ULCERATI ON: Loss of the surface covering, such as of skin or the nucous |ining
of the intestine.

VENESECTI ON: Bl eedi ng, or blood letting; the opening of a vein for rel easing Bad
Hunmours. Al so called Phl ebotony.

WHI TLOW Ul cerous swelling, a boil. Also called Ancone.

WHOOPI NG COUGH: A hi ghly contageous di sease of the respiratory system usually
affecting children, that is characterized in its advanced stage by spasns of
coughi ng interspersed with deep, noisy inspirations.

W NTER FEVER: Pneunoni a

YELLOW JACKET: Yel |l ow fever



