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What can we find?

• Vital Event Information

– Obituaries

– Birth or Christening Announcements

– Marriage Announcements

– Memorials



Beyond Vital Events

• Social Pages and Gossip

• Legal Notices

• Immigration Related Articles

• Church Announcements

• Notices Placed by Employers 

• Military Information

• Advertising

• Feature Stories



And more!

• Charity Donations

• School Results

• Hotel Guests (yes, they did that)

• Lists of Candidates in Elections

• Entertainment News



For 

Example:
The Albertan

from Saturday 

February 3, 

1903



Death

Announcements



Local and Personal



Wedding 

Announcements



Then there’s 

this one

Calgary Herald

September 4, 1914



Legal Notices



Sports 

Teams



Advertisements 



Feature Stories 



Hotel Guests



Military

Calgary Herald

September 4,1914 

Departures



Casualties
Globe and Mail

January 11, 1915



Macleod Gazette

July 20, 1886

Society Pages



Local 

Information

Macleod Gazette

Tuesday July 6, 1886



Passenger Arrivals



Other Immigration Related 

Information



Exam Results 



Meat on the Bones



Prices of Goods



What they 

were 

listening to

(if they 

could have 

afforded a 

phonograph)



For Example



How to judge character, based 

on the teeth (really!)



And thisé



Little things worth knowing



How do you find 

newspapers?



• Library and Archives Catalogues

– Local

– Regional

– National

– Historical Societies



Directories of Newspapers

• Ulrichõs Periodical Directory

• A Historical Directory of Manitoba 

Newspapers 1859-1978

• Alberta Newspapers, 1880-1982

• New Brunswick Newspaper Directory, 

1783-1988

• Ontario Ethno-Cultural Newspapers 

1835-1972: an annotated checklist



Online Lists



Library and Archives Canada



U.S. Newspaper Program

• Funding from the National 

Endowment for the Humanities

• Lists organizations that have received 

grants to digitize newspapers

• Chronicling America is part of this 

program



Chronicling America

Library of Congress



British Newspapers Online

British Library



Online Sources

For Actual Newspapers



E-Library



Newspapers in the E-Library



Subscription Databases ð

Current Newspapers



Subscription Databases ð

Historical Newspapers



Ancestry has Newspapers



Menu of Ancestry Newspapers



Other subscription databases $

• Genealogy Bank

• Footnote

• World Vital Records



Free Sites

• Paper of Record (requires sign-up)

• Our Future Our Past (Early Alberta 
Newspapers ðnot searchable)

• Peelõs Prairie Provinces

• French Canadian Newspapers: an 
Essential Source (Library and Archives 
Canada)

• Australian Newspapers 1803-1954

• Google News Archive (includes free and 
paid sites)



Indexing

• Checklist of Indexes ðLibrary and 

Archives Canada  

• Online library catalogues

• Genealogical Societies

• Independent Indexers



Interlibrary loan

• Microfilm copies of newspapers



Some tips for searching 

newspapers

• Search by surname (remember the 

vagaries of OCR)

• Use subject keywords

• Search by date and newspaper and 

scan rather than rely on OCR

• Search for family members

• Try using an address in the search



The End


